01/18/2087 13:21 7037612376 



MCGINN IPLAW GROUP 



PAGE 06/07 



Serial No. 10/681,830 5 
Docket No. K06-163145M/TBS 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-19 are pending in this application. By this Amendment claim 20 is 
canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. Claims 8 and 1 8 are amended. 

It is noted that the claim amendments are made only for more particularly pointing out 
the invention, and not for distinguishing the invention over the prior art, narrowing the claims 
or for any statutory requirements of patentability. Further, Applicant specifically states that 
no amendment to any claim herein should be construed as a disclaimer of any interest in or 
right to an equivalent of any element or feature of the amended claim. 

Applicant appreciates the courtesies extended to the Applicant's representative during 
the telephone interviews on December 29, 2006 and January 1 1 9 2007. During the telephone 
interviews, the Ex aminer agreed th at the above^amendments nlace the App lication in 
condition for allowance . 

Applicant gratefully acknowledges the allowance of claims 1-7, 9-1 7 and 19, as well 
as the .Examiners indication that claims 8 and 18 are allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection of those claims under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph. Applicant respectfully 
submits that claims 8 and 1 8 are so amended and therefore are allowable. 

L THE 35 U.S.C §112, SECOND PARAGRAPH REJECTIONS 

Claims 8 and 1 8 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 12, second paragraph, for reciting 
features that lack antecedent basis. As the claims are amended to recite appropriate 
antecedent basis, and as agreed during the telephone interviews, withdrawal of the rejection is 
respectfully requested. 

n. CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing, Applicant submits that claims t-19, all the claims presently 
pending in the application, are patentably distinct over the prior art of record and are in 
condition for allowance. The Examiner is respectfully requested to pass the above 
application to issue at the earliest possible time. 

Should the Examiner find the application to be other than in condition for allowance, 
the Examiner is requested to contact the undersigned at the local telephone number listed 
below to discuss any other changes deemed necessary in a telephonic or personal interview . ' 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in fees or to credit 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in fees or to credit 
any overpayment in fees to Attorney's Deposit Account No. 50-0481. 
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